
10 -l^f-OS 
■4' 



EXPRESS MAIL NO. EV336596322US 



^7 TP AMQIUIITTAI 
y 1 rxMIMOIVII 1 1 ML 


Application Number 


09/917,613 


Filing Date 


July 26, 2001 


FORM 


First Named Inventor 


Marco Riva 


(To be used for all correspondence 
after initial filing) 


Art Unit 


2838 


Examiner Name 


Y. J Han 




Attorney Docket No. 


856063.706 



ENCLOSURES {check all that apply) 



[] Fee Transmittal Form 

[] Fee Attached 
^ Amendment/Response 

□ After Final 

[] Affidavits/declaration(s) 
[] Extension of Time Request 
[] Express Abandonment 

Request 
[] Information Disclosure 

Statement; Form PTO-1449 
[] Cited References 
[] Certified Copy of Priority 

Document(s) 
[] Response to Missing Parts 

under 37 C.F.R. 1.52 or 1.53 
[] Response to Missing 

Parts/Incomplete Application 



[] Drawing{s) 
[] Request for Corrected Filing 

Receipt 
[] Licensing-related Papers 
n Petition 

[] Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

[] Power of Attorney, 
Revocation, Change of 
Correspondence Address 

[] Declaration 

[] Statement under 37 CFR 
3.73(b) 

[] Terminal Disclaimer 

[] Request for Refund 



D 

D 
D 

D 



D 
D 

D 



CD(s), Number 
of CD(s) 



After Allowance 
Communication to Group 
Appeal Communication to 
Board of Appeals and 
Interferences 

Appeal Communication to 
Group (Appeal Notice, Brief, 
Reply Brief) 
Proprietary Information 
Status Letter 
Return Receipt Postcard 
Additional Enclosure{s) 
{please identify below): 



Remarks 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 


Individual Name 


E. Russell Tarleton 


Customer Numtier 

00500 F ^ 


Signature 




Date 


October 10, 2003 \ 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING '^z 


\ hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope^ 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date 
shown below. 


Typed or printed name 


***SENT VIA EXPRESS MAIL*** 


Signature 




Date: 



Lli 
O 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 ,5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C, 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, 
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, P.O.Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
C:\NrPortbl\tManage\ATHENAP\423531_1.DOC 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Express Mail No. EV336596322US 



PATENT 



Applicant 
Application No. 
Filed 



Marco Riva 
09/917,613 
July 26, 2001 



For 



CONDUCTION LINE DECOUPLING CIRCUIT 



Examiner 



Y. J. Han 

2838 

856063.706 



Art Unit 
Docket No. 



Date 



October 10, 2003 



TO 

o 



Commissioner for Patents 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REOUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents: 

Applicant submits the following in response to the Restriction Requirement 
mailed September 10, 2003. In that Restriction Requirement, the Examiner required applicant to 
elect between Species I, II, and II corresponding to Figures 2, 3, and 4, respectively. 



of mdependent claim 1, and operate upon the same principle, i.e., connecting a protection circuit 
in parallel to the gate terminal of a pass gate element and to one of two conduction lines. The 
protection circuit is designed to stop the propagation of a disturbing signal over the propagation 
lines so as to provide the correct turn-off condition for the pass gate element, in other words, the 
right condition for isolation of the conduction lines. Isolation is provided between the 
conduction lines (LI, L2) that are interconnected by a pass gate element (Nl), in spite of the 
presence of a disturbing signal on the lines, so as to avoid the malfunction situation of prior 
circuits. The disclosed and claimed embodiments of the invention utilize a protection circuit that 
includes a protection transistor (P2 in Species I and II, and N3 in Species II) connected to the 
control terminal (Gl) of the pass gate element (Nl) and at least one of the conduction lines (LI, 




L2). 



All three embodiments shown in Figures 2-4 fall within in the scope of 
independent claim 1. In view of the foregoing, applicant respectfiilly requests withdrawal of the 
Restriction Requirement. 
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